Herpes Simplex Virus Disease of the Anterior Segment in Children.
To analyze the clinical presentation, characteristics, treatment, recurrences, and final outcomes and complications of herpes simplex virus (HSV) disease of the anterior segment in patients aged 17 years or younger. This is an observational and retrospective study with review of the medical records of all the children diagnosed with herpes simplex infection of the anterior segment at an ophthalmologic referral center, from 2002 to 2012. The diagnosis was made on the basis of the history and examination of patients and in specific cases by viral culture and the polymerase chain reaction. Main outcome measurements included final visual acuity, bilateral disease, and recurrence. Recurrent disease was analyzed with Kaplan-Meier curves. A total of 103 patients were included with a median age at presentation of 9 years. Of them, 6 had bilateral and simultaneous disease. The median follow-up time was 18 months (range, 18 days-12 years). The most common clinical manifestations were epithelial dendritic keratitis in 42 eyes (38.5%) and interstitial keratitis in 39 eyes (35.7%), with 15 patients presenting multiple forms of HSV disease. The median final visual acuity in the group of patients was 20/40. Recurrent disease was evident in 42 (38.5%) of the eyes, with a median recurrence time of 15 months (95% confidence interval, 8.1-26.2 months). In this study, epithelial dendritic and interstitial keratitis were the most frequent forms of disease in the pediatric population with HSV of the anterior segment. A high rate of recurrent disease was present.